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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 29, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO DISTRIBUTION LIST A Executive Registry

PROM: OTTO J. REICH m 84. 9561

SUBJECT: Nicaragua/Costa Rica/Cuba

Enclosed is a package of materials focusing on the
above-mentioned countries. Due to the upcoming elections in
Nicaragua (Nov. 4), most of the information deals with that
country.

1. A September 1984 New York Times article on alleged
kidnappings by Nicaragua's anti-Sandinistas, with accompanying
letter-to-the-editor by Professor Bernard Nietschmann of the
University of California at Berkeley. Professor Nietschmann,
an expert on the Indians of Nicaragqgua, points out the biases
and inaccuracies of the NY Times article.

2. Extracts of two secret Sandinista speeches, published
in August and September 1984 by Foreign Report. The two
speeches, by junta member Bayardo Arce, were first published in
the Barcelona newspaper La Vanguardia. Publication of the
speeches proved to be embarrassing for the Sandinistas because
of the candidness of some of the statements. For example, Arce
characterizes the upcoming Nicaraguan election as a "hindrance®
and says further that "We are discussing . . . first, the idea
of putting an end to all this artifice of pluralism . . .* 1In
the second speech, Arce calls for " . . . unity of the
Marxist-Lenists of Nicaragua . . ." And in some very telling
statements, Arce further unmasks Sandinista views when he says,
*But democracy, as they call it, bourgeois democracy, contains
an element which we can manage and obtain positive elements for
the construction of socialism in Nicaragua. He goes on to say,
*The Socialist party is a Marxist-Leninist party . . .", and
*This is going to be the first experience in the construction
of socialism with the dollars of capitalism.®

3. "Other Voices From Nicaragua,®” is an article by Sister
Camilla Mullay, taken from the August 31, 1984, edition of The
Pilot. In this article, the Sister points out the fact that
many religious leaders who strongly opposed Somoza are also
strongly opposed to the Sandinistas today and, ®"They find it
disheartening that their new Sandinista oppressors have been
winning the propaganda war for North America and Western '
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Europe.® Sister Camilla relayed a message from a Nicaraguan
Sister which sums up the situation pretty well: “®North
Americans should not take for granted that the news they get
from Nicaragua is true. There's no voice for the religious not
Sandinistas."”

4. Talking points called "Nicaragua's Sandinistas: A
Betrayed Revolution." These talking points include the
subjects of security, human rights, elections, and
U.S./Nicaraguan relations.

S. "A Precedent for 19842?° briefly explains the way Somoza
manipulated the 1974 Nicaraguan election and received 95% of
the votes, setting the stage for later upheaval by making it
apparent that a democratic end to the Somoza dynasty had become
impossible.

6. "Freed Cuban: What Price Peace and Freedom?" is an
article by Andres Vargas Gomez, one of the 25 political
prisoners released by Castro this summer. Appearing in The
Wall Street Journal on July 13, 1984, the article clearly
illustrates the sad plight of the many political prisoners of

Cuba, regularly subjected to physical torture and commonly
executed.

7. Copy of two recent cables, the first contains Costa Rican
President Monge's declarations regarding his country's friendly
relations with the U.S., and the second contains speech
excerpts from the opening ceremony of the recent San Jose
conference of Foreign Ministers.

8. Two press clippings of recent trips to Seattle and
Cleveland, giving examples of the kinds of questions
Administration officials are commonly asked as they speak on
Central America in various regions of the country.

I hope these materials will be useful. If you do not have
a great interest in or need for materials on Central America,
Please do not hesitate to request that your name be deleted

from our mailing list. The person to contact for that is Joy
Cothran, 632-6751.

Enclosures:
As stated.
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,UNIVE'RSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

] nm-umomummm-m'wm-mmm SANTA BARBARA ° SANTA CRUZ

September 12, 1984

Letters to the Editor
The New York Times

229 West 43rd Street

New York, New York 10036

To the Editor:

When I read the New York Times I want to read The New York Times, not Barricada,
the official newspaper of the Sandinistas. Stephen Kinzer's article "Anti-
Sandinistas Said to Kidnap 2" (September 10) does little more than to pass on a
highly politicized government statement. Kinzer is a seasoned reporter and normally
does a good job covering Latin American news. He has interviewed many leaders of
the various anti-Sandinista groups so he should know who is who and where their
forces operate in Nicaragua.

Kinzer reports the Managua report that two Sandinista officials were kidnapped
north of Bluefields September 5 by "United States-backed insurgents' who are
"right-wing rebels.”" Nonsense. This sort of hyphenated intermediary journalism only
echos Sandinista symbols when the need is to clear up who is who and why these
things are happening.

The Indian force MISURASATA took the two Sandinista officials and they are
reported safe. MISURASATA insurgents are Indians and are not "right-wing rebels,"
nor are they left wing; they are Indians, Indian wing if one must wing it.
Nicaraguan Indians have experienced and have rejected both ends of the Western
political spectrum. MISURASATA is not a "United States-backed" group. U.S.
assistance was very small scale and short term and even that has ceased since May.
In fact, the three other insurgent groups--FDN, MISURA and Pastora's FRS (Frente
Revolucionario Sandino)--have not received U.S. aid for 4} months. Without the
capacity of resupply, the nature of the insurgent groups' strategy is changing
inside Nicaragua; they are by necessity much more -séIf-sufficient, more in the
style of classic guerrilla warfare where border area sanctuaries and dependence
upon outside supplies are not requisites.

The reported recent kidnappings were done near the lower Rio Grande area, in
the heart of MISURASATA-controlled Indian territory. Since May local Indian insur-
gent forces have fought many small-scale battles and ambushes against Sandinista
army and militia units which escalated into the government's bombing and forced
relocation of Indian communities. In turn, MISURASATA forces attacked non-Indian
communities of La Cruz (two times) and Tortuguero. So the two Sandinista officials
in Kinzer's article were not just on the campaign trail, they entered a war zone of
intense conflict. And one of the officials is a member of Sandinista State Security.

3,
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Why is it that news reporting focuses on alleged '"contra" kidnappings, while
ignoring the several hundred civilian Indians and campesinos who have been taken
from their homes by government military and security forces and are listed as
"disappeared"? About 70 or 80 Indians have "disappeared" and the government has yet
to account for their whereabouts. This is about the same number of kidnapped people
as the Sandinistas claim have been kidnapped by the "contras." Where is Franklin
Blandford, age 27, "kidnapped' by Sandinista Security last October from the same
area where the two Sandinistas were reported to have been kidnapped last week? And
why haven't any Sandinista military officials been charged with the killings of
seven innocent Indian civilians at Walpasiksa, September 13, 19827 (Eloterio
Mart1nez, Sampson Martinez, Gonzalito Martinez, Arnulfo Matana, Alejandro Gonzalez,
Cirdenas Leban, Farley Taylor ) Thirty-seven Ind1ans arrested at the same time of
these witnessed killings were later released by a government judge for lack of
evidence to support the charge that they were “counterrevolutionaries.”

If Kinzer and other reporters want to understand what's going on inside
Nicaragua they will have to do better than only to search for outside reasons
and Managua-supplied explanations. Government attacks against Indian communities
and the killing and kidnapping of Indian civilians have increased the size of Indian
insurgent forces and provoked responses in kind. Kinzer's story has the Managua
refrain that only the "contras" kill civilians. But in this story there are three
"wings" and three sides.

Sincgrely,

Professor

BN:nv
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THE NEW YORK TIMBS, MONDAY, SEP7

ANTI-SANDINISTAS
SAID T0 KIDNAP 2

Managua Says Rightist Rebels
Have Abducted 80 Others
Since Beginning of July

By STEPHEN KINZER
Special to The New York Tumes

BLUEFIELDS, Ni . 9 —
WolmlSMnhnmsgeap
* parently kidnapped by Nicaraguan
rebels last week, and Government offi-
cials here said today that they feared
both had been killed.

The reported abductions to
82 the number of people car-
ried off by United States-backed insur-
gents sir.ce the beginning of July, the
officials said. They asserted that peo-

Sandinista

kidnapped, Ray Hooker, is a for- {

ported

mer university dean educated in the
United States. He had been chosen asa
Sandinista candidate for the new Na-
tional Assembly that is to be elected in
November, and was traveling from this
Atlantic coast city to the Indian village
of Karawala, about 70 miles north of
bere, to his candidacy.

The victim, Patricia Deigado,
is a member of the regional Sandinista
governing committee and was travel-
ing with Mr. Hooker to the village.

The captain of the small launch in

;rie scattered throughout
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panse of swamps, jungles and tropical
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Report of Cuban Deaths Denied
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"WASHINGTON, Sept. 9 — The Nica-

ngna?msﬁmw

the United Nations

here, 2
terated earlier Nica-

of “lying,” and rei

assertions that the only people

Killed in the attack against a military
schooltnSanuCInnmthmchﬂ-

dren and a cook.

The statement said the Administra-
tion’s portrayal of the situation in Cen-

tral America was based on an
ous and systematic use of deceit.”

“insidi-

dministration has denied any

The
< - =itk the air attack or the

1,

Eitth Avenue. White Plains, Manhasset, NY

Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0



Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0

Foreign Report

Published by The Economist
25 St James's Street, London SW1A 1HG
1837 August 23, 1984

Contents
Soviet eyes on Pakistan
1 Inside Afghanistan

The odd COUDU
Sn ﬂ g ag lsmel
B-1 against Slealth

America’s non-firing missiles
Pointers

QARY OF “Fo~.
S e

AUG 29 1984 \
/

\%
Q’”" fmtig VY 5“\\ d

‘A secret Sandinist speech

The Sandinist government in Nicaragua has been scriously embarrassed by the
publication in the Barcelona newspaper La Vanguardia of a sccret speech by one
of Nicaragua's nine comandantes, Bayardo Arce, 10 the central commitiee of the
small Nicaraguan Socialist party (PSN)—a a pro-Sovict Communist group—iu
Managua at the end of June. The co-ordinator of the Sandinist Junta, Danicl
Ortega, has admitted the authenticity of the speech. which was discreetly tape-
recorded.

Arce’s speech is reminiscent of some aspects of the secret speech of Maurice
Bishop about the goals of the revolution in Grenada (FOREIGN REPORT May
17th). Arce told the PSN représentatives that the abjective of Nicaragua's
revolution was to establish a one-party state on orthodox Marxist-Leninist lines:
he stressed the need for unity between the Sandinists and the PSN; and he
suggested that the result of the presidential clection on November 4th was
entirely predictable. Arce said:  °

We believe that the election must be used to secure a vate for Sandinism, which is heing
questioned and stigmatised by imperialism. in order to demonstrate that the
Nicaraguan people . . . are for Marxism-Leninism. They will not overturn this vote by
force, as they did in Chile.

If it were not for the state of war forced on us . . . the clevtoral problem would be
something completely out of step in terms of uscfulness. What the revolution truly
needs is the power to take action. And this power to take action is what constitutes the

Y
‘.
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essence of the dictatovship ol the proletariat . .. So the election is, from this point of
view. a hindrance, like a number ot other things. ... But, from a realistic point of view,
these things are weapous ol the revolution in forwarding the building of socialism. So it
is useful for us, for example, to point to an entreprencurial class and private
production in a mixed economy, while we get on with the strategic aspects . .. The
important areas (of the ctonomy) are under state control.

We are discussing . . . first, the idea of putting an end to all this artifice of pluralism,
that there is a Socialist and Communist party, a Christian Socialist and a Social
Democrat party etc. which has been useful to us up to now. Now that has come to an
end.

Let the people vote tor all the things the revolution has done. Let them vote for
literacy, adult education, conliscation, nationalisation of the banks and foreign trade,
free education; let them vute for Soviet-Cuban advisers, for revolutionary internation-
alism. Let them vote tor all that.

The important thing for us about the election is the working out of the new
constitution . . . which will enable us to form the judicial and political principles for the
construction of socialism. We are using an instrument, demanded by the bourgeoisie,
which disarms the international bourgeoisie, in order to form our own strategic
objectives.

.
.

Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0



Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0
Foreign Keport

Published by The Economist
25 St James'’s Street, London SW1A 1HG
1838 September 6, 1984

Contents

Communism in the Seychelles
A secret Sandinist speech (2)*
An Afghan overview

Inside Estonia
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A secret Sandinist speech (2)

In our last issue (FOREIGN REPORT, August 23rd), we published extracts of a
sceret speech by a member of the Sandinist junta, Bayardo Arce, explaining the
Sandinist strategy tor Nicuragua. Arce is coordinator of the political commission
ot the Sandinist Front. He asked the allied Sodialist party, a Marxist-Leninist

group, to unite with the Sandinists after the election in November. Here are
some more tape-recorded extracts of Arce’s speech:

Imperialism asks us three things: that we abandon interventionism; that we abandon
our strategic ties with the Soviet Union and the socialist community; and that we should
be democratic. We cannot stop being internationalists without stopping being
revolutionary. We cannot stop our strategic relations. This does not enter into any
consideration . . .

But democracy, as they call it, bourgeois democracy, contains an element which we
can manage and obtain positive elements for the construction of socialism in
Nicaragua ... The most important...is the elaboration of a new constitution

- because ... (it) will allow us 10 shape juridical and political principles for tlie
construction of socialism . .. This new juridical framework will let us adopt a new
rhythm, more dynamic. That is the project which we will obtain from the electoral
process. . .

So in this context, in which the elections will lét us be more clear in a series of things,
we ask what role will our allied forces play?-The Socialist party is a Marxist-Leninist
party ... We have not declared ourselves.in a public and official way as Marxist-
Leninists . . . We say: Do we have strategic differences with the Socialist party, or does
the Socialist party have differences with us? Isn't it time 10 make a single party? Why
are we communists putting on different shirts? :

We ourselves have started to discuss this, but we invite you to discuss it t00. Because,
if we wish, well, after the elections, we are going to drop the fiction that there is a
Socialist party which is Marxist-Leninist and there are those of the Sandinist Front,
who still have not taken off their shirt. This problem of identity in the electoral process

. is absolutely secondary . .. We are trying to avoid changing faces t0o much, avoiding
confusions: we don't talk about the aspectindepth . .. ~

This is going to be the first experience in the construction of socialism with the
dollars of capitalism. .

We still have not started 10 move the crowds (turbas)—because the moment has not
yetarrived. We are concentrating our efforts on military matters . . .

We must take advantage of this change, which the electoral press represents, to draw
positive profits: the unity of the Marxist-Leninists of Nicaragua. Thank you.
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Other Voices From Nicaragua

By Camilla Mulley, O.P.

WHOM TO BELIEVE? Whom to
trust? Whom to learn from? these ques-
tions about Nicaragua nagged at me.
How could | know? The Reagan Admin-
istration presented one picture. Speak-
ers under church auspices and most of
the literature that came across my desk
gave s totally different view.

Members of the Congress were
divided as were policy analysts. Media
coverage was uneven at best. Mean-
while, s steady stream of witness state-
ments — personal accounts by North
American visitors, maialy church peo-
ple — formed a torrent of pro-
Sandinista, anti-Administration
sentiment.

The first personal account | had heard
of a guided visit to Nicaragus was from
the major superior of a religious congre-
gation | know. She returned, enthusing.
tic about the course of the revolstion
and convinced that the only problem is
the U.S. policy of assisting those fighting
against the Sandinista regime. The towr
sounded highly programmed and prop-
agandized to me. it had been arranged
under the auspices of the Sandinista
International Department.

But for my friend, the trip had been a
deep personal experience of the living
Christianity of the revolution; and she
felt so strongly about it that she held
three press conferences the day after
her return. By the time | had heard or
read a half dozen other such experi
ences, however, | knew the “play” and
could anticipate the fines.

1| WAS INTRIGUED. What was
really happening in Nicaragua? | began
searching out information from other
points of view. One source was Nicara-
guan exiles who fled their country when
the revolutionary process either jeop-
ardized their personal sefety or
demanded what their consciences could
not assent to — or both. These people
did .nct seem 0 be talking about the
same place as the Nonh Americaa
visitors.

When | was invited to be a private

citizen obeerver of the May 6 elections

in E) Salvador, | took the opportunity lo
#9 to Nicaragua. My purpose was to pro-
cure recent publications on the Chwrch
and the revolution and try (o takk with
women religious who are not part of the
tours and who do not write press
releases or speak to a North American
public. There are sisters in Nicaragus
who are willing to tafk freely and are
grateful to be able to express their con-
cerns to someone they trust, someone
. who will listen without rmklu thele
. lives more difficuit.

The first missionary sister | met in Nic-
aragua noted that | was not on a Sen-
dinista tour. With a sense of humor, she
recited the places | would have been
seeing if on a tour. Yes, the it was
familiar by now. A priest she knows

'NIII the Siateg i= =21l icuidnn ta Amwva ma

Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA- RDP86M00886R001400130033 0

mmwummum
her what places his group would visit
next on their tour.

ThieSister understood well, however,
the purpose of the towrs — o present
the achievements of the government in
the most (avorable fight and the United
States government in the worst possible
light by exposing the visitors 0 persons
primed ahead of time in places that con-
vey the desired image.

A couple of years ago as opposition to
the Sendinista government intensified
and the coniras gained more support,
missionary Sisters trom Nicaragua came
wp (0 the United States 10 speak for the
regime, urging econnmic assistance to
the government and an end to United
States funding for covert activilies
there. Thelr basic theme was thail the
revolutionary governmenst is commit-
fed 10 structural justice, the option for
the poor, and genuine sell.
determination snd has provided a cii
mate for Christianity to fourish.

Stopping short of saying thet the gov-
ernment is Christien, one Sister admit-
ted, “l don't have that deep an
understanding of n.m,." Then she

of Christianity in the revolution also.”

Indeed, we know that the role of the
Church, i not of Christianity, has been
and still is a serious political consider-
ation for the government. At the heart
ol the struggie going on between the
FSLN (Sandinista Nationa! Liberation
Front) Party/government and the Nica-
raguan bishops is & clash of views on
what the role of the Church should be.
The bishops — wn-coopted and willing
1o speak out the truth as they see it —

represent the only independent organi-*

2ation left with enough kife and strength
bhlmchlu*hlhew

MW!ATGMAhlm
brought the ovérwhelming task to
rebuild the country — to jeed the hun--
gry. shelter the homeless, bind wp
wounds, teach the illiterate, innoculate
againet the deaths of children . . . A
Sister ! had known bedore she went to
Nicaragua wrote that she and her com-
Mmodelhedzcﬂubmw

This ls the last In a series of back-
groubd articles commissioned by
The Plot which examined the crisle
in Nicarsgua and its effect on the

‘| Church In that Central American -

natloa. —Ed.

powers, and certhinly not the Sandinis-
tas. They want a Nicaraguan solution to
their problems, and they want 10 see the
promises of the revolution kept. They
find it disheartening that their new San-
dinista oppressors have been winning
the propaganda war for North America
and Western Europe.

One soft-spoken Nicaraguan Sister
fave me this message 10 being hack:
“North Americans should not take for
granted that the news they get from
Nicaragua s true. There’s no voice lor
the religious not Sandinistas.” There
was a sadness in her voice as she
emphasized: “North American religious
come down here and see just one side.”
Elsewhere, a longtime missionary in
Nicaragua told me the poor people with
whom she works ask her how it is that
the North American religious are so
fooled!

ONE REASON is that we recetve a lot
of misinformation or inadequate infor-
mation. A recent experience ol mine
Hlusirates this point. During an Inter-
community retreat on Long Island, the
subject of Nicaragua came up one day at
lunch. When | mentioned that | had
been there last May, a religious, whom |
will call Sister Mary, began saying what
she presumed | thought about the situs-
tion. The Sister was quoting what she
had heard from the peace-and-justice
office of her' congregation, which, in
turn, had received it from a larger inter-
community office. it was a res! surprise

“t0 her 10 learn that | had a different

viewpoint.
mmmmlmmn«-

uumnhy.cuywnhbmou.m
Ing for the poor . . . . Somewhat taken
Mmycmbummedlhnllm
description accurately fit her impres-
donollhebhhoplhen.hmlokm
and well-intentioned, this Sister had
heud that Archbishop Obando
' from’ 4 pode famAy{ is actually

m«m-&umm ot Hpnllﬁt ‘With The goor, had opposed-

sidn, and many saw no need 10 make &
distinction between the one and the
other. The government. leaders
expected and still expect that Christians
be “revolutionary.” Those Sisters who
try 0 be “non-political,” are considered
“counterrevolutionary,” as are those
who support thejr bishops’ call for
national reconciflation. )

Nowe of the persons | talked with who
were critical of the government of Nica-
ragus wish & return 10 somocismo — a

Somoza-type rule. Nor do they seem to .

be looking for ‘special privileges for
themeelves. The truth is they do not
want to be md‘bymneulm

b P B 8 Ma_ s ___ an_ Ma s

Somioza and served as a rallying point
for winning over moderate elements to
the revolution, understands

and admires it, has been a target of San-
dinista abuse and rudeness on the part
of some of the No.th American visitors
he was gracious enough to receive in
openness.

Sonnuln\umhexweneuuanu
for the bishops because he could not
manipuiate them. He was especially bi-
ter toward Obando, whom he accused
of being one of the “terrorists™ (gue-
rillas), calting him £1 Commandante. Sis-
tev Mary was grateful to hear this new
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; . Now thai the Nicaraguan bishops’ Eas-
for pastoral on reconciliation is availe-
Sle, | hope Sister Mary and others will
read the text. (It's barely three pages.)

certain religious or quasi-religious cen-
ters that deal with Nicaragua and olher
global concerns invulving United States

foreign policy.

This Easter pastural, to which the Sai-
dinisla leaders reacted vivlently, was
printed in Uragins, July 26, 1984 — three
months after & was read at the Easter
Masses in Nicaragua. A widely-read
Cathulic paper printed on May 11 a ane-
senience news Rem (hat this pastoral
had been lssued, then a month leter, an
800-word articie on the critique of # by
the delegate of the Jesuils in Nicaragua
with his consulturs. For thus: who read
the Congressional Record, Senator
Edward Kennedy bad the: full text uf the
pestoral placed in the' May 22 issue. At
that time, the Scnator stated

forthrightly:

When & comes lo dealing with
thele critics in the Catholic Church in
Nicaragua, the Sandinistas are flunk-
ing the test . . . the bishops . . . called
for national healing, reconciliation,
and dialogue among the people of
Nicaragus. The Sandinistas’ response
. . <alled the bishops' pastoral mes-
sage criminal and accused the bish-
ops ol deing instruments of the
counterrevolutionaries. This s not
the language of tolerance or refigious
freedom.

Does the organizativn thal supplies
you with materials on Nicaragua pro-
vide you with the inlormation you
request? Or does U respond as did the
Mdﬂnmnmkn"hw-
umuwwnn;m
for Archbishop Obando’s {amous Easter
hemily of 1963, which was critical of the
W?Mgsuwwmny
deal with Church matters, the director
further remarked that R wasat worth &
Telex t0 the Central American Histork - -
<al institute in Managua {0 request the
homily. (Scoit Walter, “Nicaragua’s
Chesrieaders,” Cotholicism in Crisis,
Joomary 1984.)

AS WE TRY TO FIND OUT W truths
0.ho0t, W, cag..let us remember how
difficult & is for the Nicaraguan bishope
e have (heir word heard by us who
* noed 10 hear i. Perhape we should insist
on heariag what they have said and not
“simply vely on the widely reported reac.
tions 10 their words.

e o o

Sister Camiiia Mullay, O.P., has
Just complated a wo-yoar sabbatical

in Washingsen, D.C., at the Catholic
University after having sevoed for
olght yoars as Mother Generel of the
Deminican Congregation of St. Mary

of the Springs, Colombus, Ohie. She
Ane @ PAD. in history with @ minor
in politics and will be lwaching et
Oble Daminican College, Colombus. -
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Nicaragqua's Sandinistas: A Betrayed Revolution

Background

The vast majority of Nicaraguans, including labor,
students, academics, business, and farmers, collaborated in
the overthrow of Somoza; support for the Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN) was indeed high in July
1979.

In 1979 and 1980, the U.S. attempted to build constructive
relations with the Sandinista government by providing
economic assistance and diplomatic support to the
Nicaraguan government.

The U.S. supplied Nicaragua with approximately $118 million
of economic assistance between July 1979 and April 1981.

Peace Corps assistance for Nicaragua was offered; however,
the Government of National Reconstruction (GRN) refused it.

In the 18 months after it came to power, the Sandinista
leadership expanded ties with Cuba and the Soviet Union,
to support foreign guerrilla groups in neignboring
countries, and to build up their military to levels
unprecedented in the Central American region.

Even as recently as June of 1982, the U.S. government
offered a $5.1 million economic assistance grant to
Nicaragua's private sector. In August 1982, however, tae
the Sandinista regime refused to allow furthner
disbursements of tne grant, thus preventing much needed
foreign exchange from reaching tne private sector.

Security

Nicaragua maintains the largest contingent of foreign
military advisers in the area: between 2,500 and 3,500
Cuban military and security aavisers; at least 100 soviet
and other east bloc military advisers; and about 50
advisers from Libya and tne PLO.

There are also 4,500 to 6,500 Cuban civilian advisers, an
increasing number of whom are young males who have
completed military training.

Nicaragua continues to increase its army and its stores of
weapons. It now has over 100,000 persons under arms,
including the regular army, reserves, and militia,

Nicaragua continues to receive weapons from the Soviet
bloc, augmenting its already formiaanle arsenal of tanks,
heavy artillery, armored personnel carriers, and multiple
rocket launchers.
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-- Significantly, Nicaragua maintains several battalions of
medium battle tanks which give it an offensive capability.

-- The Sandinistas continue to assist guerrillas in other
countries, primarily the FMLN/FDR in El Salvador, through
shipments of arms and supplies, training, and provision of
command-and-control centers in Nicaragua.

-- On May 8, an unarmed Honduran helicopter was shot down over
Nicaraguan territory by Sandinista forces. The Government
of National Reconstruction then decorated the Sandinista
unit commander who shot down the helicopter.

Human Rights

-- The Sandinistas' drive to dominate Nicaraguan political
life has led to a pattern of repeated violations of human
rights. These include their pbrutal treatment of tne
Miskito Indians, attacks on religious groups, prior

censorship of the press, and widely criticized "special
tribunals."®

-- A State of Emergency continues, allowing the government to

maintain prior censorship and to suspend the rights to free
assembly and habeas corpus.

-- "people's Tribunals®" have been established. Some people

have been sentenced by the tribunals to as long as 30 years
in prison.

-- In late 1981 and early 1982, the Sandinistas forcibly
relocated approximately 10,000 Miskito Indians from their
homelands to distant resettlement camps.

-- In late December 1983, more than 1,000 Miskito Indians fled
Nicaragua for Honduras; they were accompanied by two U.S.
bishops, one of whom the Sandinistas had already announced
had been killed by Miskito guerrillas. The two bishops
escorted the Indians under their own free will.

-- Interviewed later, some of those who fleu said tnat
Sandinista troops had tortured Miskitos, reduced their food
rations, and had jailed persons arbitrarily. -

-- Heavy Government of National Reconstruction censorship led
La Prensa, the only independent newspaper in Nicaragua, not
to publish on at least 11 occasions so far in 1984.

-- Some censored articles in 1984 concerned Government of
National Reconstruction attempts to challenge the right of
the Catholic Church hierarchy to select teachers for
Catholic schools. On April 23, the Government of National
Reconstruction censored the Catholic Church's pastoral
letter issued on Easter Sunday (April 22).

3.
Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0



Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001400130033-0
-3-

The Government of National Reconstruction nas made much of
its amnesty for Miskitos, but the truth is that since it
was offered, more than a thousand Miskitos have left
Nicaragua, and only a handful have returned. At least
16,000 Miskitos have fled Nicaragua since 1981.

The exodus continues. 1In April 1984 some 600 Miskitos fled
to refuge in Honduras.

The existence of political prisoners, arbitrary arrest and
disappearances have been documented by Nicaragua's
independent Permanent Commission for Human Rights.

On July 10 the Sandinista regime expelled 10 foreign
Catholic priests following a demonstration led by Managua
Archbishop Obando y Bravo in support of Rev. Luis Amado
Pena. Pena is presently being confined in a seminary by
Nicaraguan authorities. There are press reports that tne
Sandinistas may try Pena before "special tribunals® for
alleged "counterrevolutionary activities.®

Elections

The Sandinistas promised the Nicaraguan people ana the O0AS
to hold free elections and to support pluralismn
nonalignment, and a mixed economy.

Once in power, the Sandinistas postponed elections and only

recently have taken measures to hold elections in November
1984.

Sandinista spokesmen have said that Nicaragua will not have
"bourgeois elections,® and that elections will only
*confirm the Sandinista Revolution,®" raising doubts about
the Sandinistas commitment to genuinely free elections.

The Government of National Reconstruction nas lowered the
minimum voting age for the upcoming -November elections to

16 years, thus incorporating youths enfranchising by the
Sandinista youth organizations.

The Sandinistas still nave outstanding issues for elections:

(1) The State of Emergency, which has given the
Government of National Reconstruction arbitrary power
over key facets of society.

(2) Equal access to media by the political parties during

the electoral campaign and the abolition of prior
censorship.

(3) Apility to participate and to organize political
activities freely.

k2
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(4) Extent that opponents will be able to criticize
government policies and not face harrassment.

(5) The kind of international observers there may be, and
their scope of activitaies.

(6) The exclusion of armed opposition leaders from any
participation in political life, including elections.

-- It is important that elections allow full, equal and
unhindered participation and not be just a facade for
continued control by one group.

-- When the ruling political party controls the army, the
police, the media, the courts, and various aspects of daily
life through neignborhood organizations, fair elections can
hardly be assured.

U.S. - Nicaraguan Relations

The U.S. has four objectives in its policy toward Nicaragqua:

(1) An end to Nicaraquan support for guerrilla groups in
neighboring countries;

(2) Severance of Nicaraquan military and security ties to Cuba
and the Soviet bloc;

(3) Reduction of Nicaragua's military strength to levels tnat
would restore military equilibrium in the area; and

(4) Fulfillment of original Sandinista promises to support
' democratic pluralism and respect human and civil rights.

-- These concerns could be met without any change of
government in Managua. The Sandinistas are aware of U.S.
concerns and those of their neighbors.

-- These objectives are also reflected-in the 21 principles
adopted last September by the participants, including
Nicaragua, in the Contadora process.

-- The U.S. has made its position clear, in its freguent
direct contacts with the Nicaraguan government, the most
recent of which were Secretary Sultz's June 1l visit to
Managua and Ambassador Shlaudeman's June 25-27 talks with
Nicaraguan Vice-Foreign Minister Tinoco. The Sandinistas
know that the U.S. would be responsive to positive steps
the Sandinista regime might take.

July 1984
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A PRECEDENT FOR 19842

In 1972-74, Anastasio Somoza stepped aside from the
presidency of Nicaragua, continuing as commander of the
National Guard and, after the 1972 earthquake, as President of
the National Emergency Committee.

In 1974, disregarding the advice of friends who thought the
time had come for the family to withdraw from active politics,
Somoza decided to become President again. To do so, he had the
Constitution amended and barred nine out of ten opposition
parties from the presidential election. Nicaragua's Roman
Catholic Bishops warned in a pastoral letter that these
electoral manipulations amounted to “legal war".

Under those conditions, Somoza received a smashing 95 per
cent of the votes: 218,156 votes to 11,997 for Edmundo Paguega
Irias of the Conservative Party. But the victory was pyrrhic.
Many Nicaraguans, including former close associates of Somoza,
became convinced a democratic end to the Somoza dynasty had
become impossible.

-
.
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Freed Cuban: What Price Peace and Freedom?

When Fidel Castro released me and 24
other political prisoners—using the Rev.
Jesse Jackson as a front to take credit for
this “‘humanitarian gesture'’—some people
may have gotten the impression that this
was the act of a regime with a sincere
concern for peace and human rights, Al-
though we understand Mr. Jackson's hap-
piness at having brought to the U.S. a
group of political prisoners, those political
prisoners were a silent testimony to the
brutalities of a that must not be
legitimized. Perhaps it is possible to under-

The Americas
by Andres Vargas Gomez

stand the spirit of Castro’s government by
analyzing the cenditions in which we Cu-
ban political prisoners live within the jails
and prisons of Communist Cuba.

All of those released—without excep-
tion—had served their sentences several
years before. Instead of being released at
the completion of their sentences, accord-
ing to the most basic principles of penal
law, they were arbitrarily retained in
prison without any legal procedure or pos-
sibility of going before a tribunal to ex-
press their views.

Despite the 25 years that have elapsed
_ since Castro took power, more than a thou-
sand of the political prisoners sentenced to
long jail terms remain confined in a cruel
penal system. These are people who might
have said something once against Castro’s
regime, in those far away days when he
was just crystallizing his betrayal of demo-
cratic ideals.

In the 1960s and 1970s, we political pris-
oners were subject to physical torture. At
the La Cabana prison and also one on the
Isle of Pine, I and my fellow prisoners
were usually beaten twice daily during in-
spections. Executions were quite common.

At La Cabana we could not see the execu-
tions, though we could hear the orders to
fire and the screams of the victims every
night. At the Isle of Pine, where 300 men
permanently lived in one compound with
two toilets and one shower, prisoners were
killed in front of our eyes.

Recently Castro has switched from fo-
cusing on physical torture to psychologi-
cal torture. Most prisoners agree the psy-
chological torture is worse. For more than
six years, political prisoners have been
held completely incommunicado. They are
not allowed to recejve letters or visits from
their parents, wives or children. They are
locked up the whole day in their tiny
cells—less than § feet by 10 feet for two
men. They can walk through the halls of
their area only during the brief moments
in which dinner and breakfast are served.
They never have the opportunity of enjoy-
ing a little bit of sun in the open air of the
prison yard. They have no access to books,
magazines, radio or television.

Even inside the prisons, the rule of non-
communication is applied with extreme
rigor. Nobody is permitted to talk to the
political prisoners unless authorized by pe-
nal authorities. If a common prisoner—one
who serves us meals or lives in
cells—dares to talk to a political prisoner,
he will suffer severe punishment for 21
days and, additionally, will lose his right
to receive visitors for many weeks.

Medical care for political prisoners is
pathetic. Despite the fact that most po-
litical prisoners suffer from various ill-
nesses that require steady treatment, the
medicines these prisoners need dre fre-
quently suspended without reason. General
medical care (dental, etc.) is very limited,
and specialized medical care is non-exis-
tent. For example, many times prisoners

got sick from eating the only meat we Te-

ceived—outdated, Russian tanned meat.
But medical care or treatment is usually
not provided for such ailments,

We must think about these outrages,
which never cease but only increase, each

79

time Castro wishes to use political pris-
oners as a form of merchandise to buy
respectability. “Black-market operations’
that might further Castro's aim of making
political prisoners a line of business for his
government only sacrifice the dignity and
principles of the men who are released. To
see Castro as operating from a moral per-
spective, even if we do it with a humani-
tarian motivation, is not only a political
mistake but a great moral offense, as I
said when we arrived at the Washington
airport.

Castro’s immoral maneuvers certainly
do not have the sincere purpose of solving
human rights problems in Cuba or looking
for peace in Central America. We have to
be very clear about that. We all want
peace. But we don’t want a peace that has
the implication of letting all the tyrants of
the world flourish. We don't want a peace
that would allow the people of other coun-
tries to suffer horribly. Fidel Castro is not
looking for peace. He is looking to estab-
lish tyranny and oppression around the
world because he is a Communist, and a
Communist will never truly desire peace
from free nations, even though he may talk
about peace.

If we are sincere about our desire to
liberate political prisoners under Castro’s
heavy hand, it will not be carried out by
Castro’s invitation to participate in a
moral offensive. Through a serious mobi-
lization of the world's public opinion
against Castro’s government, combined
with hard economic and financial sanc-
tions, it may be possible to paralyze the
inhumane actions of this Communist re-
gime. Only then could there be a possi-
bility of liberating the rest of the political
prisoners in Cuba.

Mr. Vargas Gomez was in Cuban
prisons for 20 years and seven months, and
was under house arrest for one year and
siz months until his release Hwoo weeks
ago.
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COMPLETE "EXTS 70 ~AA/CEN. MONGE SETS TME ITAGE .MTER-
MEAVING #ITH REGICNAL THEMES COITA RICK'S PAROCHIAL
INTEREST iR TARING CLEAR O EUROPEANS ™™E COUNTRY'S
WORTR AS A DENGCRATIC JODEL. ANOWADE OF GUATERALA

ANG SEPULVEDA OF MEXICO GAVE VERY S1NMILAR PRECENTATIONS,
PRINARY JLFFERERCE THE LATTERS HEAVY STRESS 38 TNE
REYISED ACTA AS TRE SEY 7O PEACE 1% THE REGION. nOT
SURPRISINGLY, SARRY, SPEARING FOR TWE €C, PRESAGES
MICH IF TME FINAL TEXT AGOPTED IN THE FINAL COMMGNIGQUE.

2. FOLLOVING ARE AIOR POINTS OF INTEREST:

PRESIOERT “ONGE iCOSTA RICA):

- NOIGE PEVED ITH A STRONG PLUG FOR C23ITA RICA'S
UMIQUE JEMDCEATIC JEVELISMEHT ARG INPWASILED 0 ™ME
EUROPEANS THAT TNIS PROVES THAT ~OERMICRACT LORNS IN
A POOR COUNTRY; THAT OENMOCRACY <ORNS IN TNE TRCPICS.

— THE PRESIDENT ALZO0 IMPHASIZES CIITA RICA’'S SMARMED,
NEUTRAL STATUS IR MSTED CONFLICTS AND “AGVOCATED THE
DEPARTURE FROI® CENTRAL ARERICA 3F ALL FORELGE TILITARY
ANG SECURITY FACTCRS, FTEGARDLESS OF THEIR NATICNAL:TY
ANG REGARDLESS OF T€ (0E0L0GICAL PRETEXT T3 mEDMLE
INTQ CENTRAL ANERICAM FFAIRS. ©

-= O CONTAGORA MOMGE AQTEZ TNAT °YNE COMTADORA SRCIP
CANNGT GO ANY FURTMER TMAN THE CERTRAL AMERICAR TalC2
THENSELVES ARE JILL:%6 TC GO...“

- OM THE PRCCPECTIVE AGREEMENT 'N CONTAOCRA, A€ STATEDR

3

TELEGRAM

"M 17 1S THE SALE NESPONSIGILITY OF EACH STATE 0
AMOPT TS COMPROMSE I8 ASISE BY IT WMTE SINCERITY
D NORESTY. IF MV OF THE GOVERWNERTS 08 08T
OSSERVE 17, TRE AMMATIERA OF TRE SUFFERING PEOMES OF
CENTRAL AMERICA VILL FALL UPOR IT...°

— 10 ATTENPY T8 OEFUSE PRESS PLCULATION TRAT TRE
CONFERENCE SOMENGW WAQ AN ARTI-4. 3. PUAPGSE, TNE
PRESISENT ENGED AIS FWNAMKS JITH THE FALLOMING:

“1N COMMECTION VITD "RIS 0EC18ED GREATER <OLIOARIC
PRESENCE OF THE JETWKCRACIES OF WESTEAW EusOPE, T IS
FITTING TQ OFFER JLARIFICATION. VE VANT THEN TO ¥ELP
US TO FINS PEACE, 0 WHILD ANO STRENGTMEN JENOCRACY

1N CENTRAL AMERICA. T 1S NOT TRE INTENT OF COSTA RiCA
THAT SUCE GREATER PRECENCE REPLACE TRE SOLIOARITY TRAT
17 1S ALREADY RECEIVING FROM QFRER OEMOCRATIC FRIENOLY
NATIONS. ANG /WCH iESS 20 VO D WE rant TRE SERIOUS
NISTARE OF CAUSING &Y FRICTION SETUEEN TRE EURCPEAR
DEMOCRACIES ARO QVRE? COUNTRIES TNAT 4AVE AL AEAQY
SHOUR TREIR SOL:0AAITY 1N OUR STRUGGLE TQ PRECERVE

TRE PEACE ANO To€ ~REEDQGR UE COSTA RICANS TMJOV. °
(TRARSLATION iS B¥ SOCR)

FORE!GH AINISTER GARA (PORTUGAL):

— EXPRESSES SUPPCRT FOR THE “MIGTASLE EFFORTI™ OF TME
CONTADORA GROUP 1B “THE SEARCE FOR A NECOTIATED
SOLUTION. .. TRYING T@ PREVENT THE SPREAD OF TUE EAST/
MEST CORFLICT TO CENFRAL AMERICA..."

-~ NGTES TEAT TRE L|SBON CONFERENCE ENTITLED “JEMOCRATIC
CHALLENGE 1N LATIS MIERICA™ LAST JURE WAS |RODICATION OF
PORTUGAL’ S SUPPCRT “OR INITIATIVES AINED AT CREATING

AN CATMOSPNERE OF COnFIOERCE, B1ALOGUE N0 NOGM CONFRONTA-
TiON. ..

-~ SHPHASIZES NEED OR “NEV {NTERRMATIONAL SCONCMIC JROER®
THAT WILL BRING °3 3 SNO THE MONCPOL/ OF POLITICAL 4KkD
ECONONIC POWER +CHIEVED 4T THE EXPENSE OF ZOUNMIRIES
SUFFERING "ROM J4eilN1C . MDESTEOMESS. .. <

FOREIGN MINISTER JBCIADE (GUATEMALA) :

-~ STRECIES 4ABOVE AL ILSE SCONOIIC INTEGIATION NG
INTERDEPENSENCE OF CENTRAL aMER1CARS.

- 0 CONTADORA, EFZRS 7O TME REVISED ACTA AS “A VERY
VALUABLE OOCUMERT™ WJRICH “NAS SEEN PREZENTED FOR TNE
CONSI1DERATION OF XA SOVERNNMENTS. *

—= POINTS QUT TRAT ENTRAL AMERICANS YAVE LREAOY
ESTARCISNED APPOOPRIATE REGIONAL MECHANIZNS TO SENEFIT
FROR COQPERATION 4178 "HE EURCPEAN CONWNITY.

-= RECOIWENDS SEVESA IPECIFIC ECONOPIC INITIATIVES
Y THE EC, INCLUD!NG INTER AL:A INCREASED CREDIT “CR
EXPANGED TRAGE 41TA ZURGPE, FINANCING FOR JENTAAL
AMERICAN SANR OF SCLEQNIC (RTEGRATION, M0 GREATER
ACCESS FOR ZENTRAL MTERICAN PRODUCTS TQ SURCPEAN
MARKETS.

FOREIGN TUNISTER PETER SARRY (INELAND :

-= RECOGMIZES REGIOMIL EFFORT (O SRING BOUT NEGOTIATION
ANT RECORCILIATION. MO “PECIFICALLY AEFERS TO M€

TEN'3 “FULL SUPPOT “OR TME IMITIATIVE OF TNE CONTADGRA
COUNTRIEZ.

-~ STATES SUCCECS ¥ THAT EFFQAT DEMCNSTRATER B JOCUNENT
OF JRUECTIVES, MO *RQCECS OF NESOTIATICN NOVED FORVARD

UNGLASSIFIED
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N o n
OB TRE SASIS OF A JRAFT...PRESINTED T8 Ti¢ COATRAL
AERICAN STATES.

— CONTADORA PROCESS REPRESINTS € SEST %ePC FOR &
LASTING SOLUTION TS THC PRCOLERS OF CINTAR AMERICA...
AND 1T IS GUS EARREST VISH NAT TROSE CONCERNED Vill
NAVE TuE COURAGE ARG WSTEA THE SPARIT OF (WSTICE M3
RECONCIL IATION NECESSARY TO SRING TRIS GAEAT EFFORT (G
FINAL SRUITION THACUGH THE SIGNATURE ANG FAITHFW
INPLEMENTATION OF & COMPRENENSIVE ACREEMENT BASED

On TRE DOCUNENTS OF ORJECTIVES.®

— EC !EMIERS “ARE REAQY,MITHIR TREIR CAPABILITIES, 1O
SUPPORT TWE CFFORTS OF THE COUNTRIES OF TNE REGION TO
ACHIEVE AND COMSOL!OATE PEACE. "

~- POLITICAL TENSIGNS NEIGHTENED BY ECONOMIC 3ITUATIONS...
CAUSE SOCIAL INSTABILITY... IR AREA OF ZCONGMIC OEVELOP-
MENT, EC CAN PLAY “PARTICULARLY ACTIVE ROLE 1M 4ELPING

TO SUPPORT AND UNCERPIN SGTH TWE PROCESS OF PACIFICATION
AND PEACE ITSELF WMEN ACRIEVED.™

- *COMUNITY FIRILY UPPCRTS EFFORTS TOWARD INTEGRATION
1% CERTRAL AMERICA AND 1EANS TO GIVE THEM SVERY POSSIRE
ASSISTANCE.

- COMMUNITY IS AMARE OF OETERIORATION IN ECONORIC

ANO OCIAL SITUATION !N CENTRAL AMERICA...AND 1S READY
TO CONTINUE ANG OEVELOP FURTHER A REAQY EXISTING FORNS
QF COOPERATION aAND T3 ZNOW SUFFICIENT [MAGINATION TO
ESTABLISE RELATIONS iR ‘€Y FIELOS.

- READY TO CONTRISUTE TQ ‘OUR SFFORTS 70 INCREASE
EXPORTS FRQM CENTRAL AMERICA TO EURCPE.

— CLOSER ZSOOPERATION SETVEEN SUSINESS UNDERTANINGS N0
STRENGTHERING OF EURGPEAN |NVESTMENT COULD PLiY A
SIGNIFICART PART 1B THE JEVELOPMEAT OF THE IESION.

SECRETARY OF FOREIGH FELATIONS EPULVEDA MEXICO):

-~ FRGN TRE SEGINNING, THE CONTAGIRA SFFORT HAS SEER
GUIDED BY A RECOGNITICHN THAT FINQING 2 J3LuTiOn T8

TBE SCONOMIC/SOCIAL PROBLENS OF TNE REGIOR (S THE XEY
TO CHEATING A FRAREVORN OF REGIONAL SECURITY AND ‘UTUAL
RESPECT AND CONFiDENCE.

— NOW THERE S A CONERENT anB COMPLETE COLLECTIOR OF
SPECIFIC AGIEEMENTS TQ NEET M€ SECURITY PROBLERS,
STRENGTNEN TRE SOLITICAL INSTITUTIONS N0 *RONOTE
COOPERATICN FOR £CSNONIC MO0 S0CIAL OEVELOPMERT.

— THE ACTA 1S A ORAFT (PROVECTD FOR 3 CONPRERENSIVE
SOLUTION ANREGLO GLONAL) MICH TAMES INTO CCOUNT

TRE POLITICAL JNDERSTAROINGI AND ;URIDICAL CONMITMENTS
PREVIOUSLY MEGOTIATED SY TME CENTRAL ANERICAR
GOVERMNENTS TREMSELVES.

—= V£ CONGRATULATE QURSELVES FOR NE ACCEPTARCE ‘MiCH
TRE ACTA WAS ECEIVED FROM IGH AUTRORITIES % CENTRAL
ARERICA.

— THE ACTA ALSD CONTAIRS PROVISION FAVORING CEXTRAL
ARERICAN (NTEGRATION.

- 17 PROSCRITES COERCION |# ECONOMIC TELATIONS N3
BISCRININATCRY PRACTICES.

— THE USE W FORCE 1S A FALZE AND COSTLY ALTERWATIVE
TO O1PLOMAT!C EGOTIATION.

TELEGRAM

= 17 IS HPERATIWE "8 PROSCRISE FORE (G ML ITARY
PRESINCE i TRE MR, SANISH RECOURCE 10 AMIED SORCK
AND CLINIRATE LECITIEATE FOREICR 'NTERFERENCE B MNE
INTERNAL AFFAIRS F JINTRAL ANERICAR STATES.

-- SIPURLVEDA RECCWENES SIX PECIFIC ITEPS 8Y T £C
70 STRERGTNEN IO ECONQMIC (NSTITUTIONS ANG TRAOE.
TREY VEAY CLOSELY PARALEL TRQSE SUGSESTED &Y FQREIGH
RINISTER ANCRADE F UATERALA.

JONES

-

UHCLASS IF1ED
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Seattie Post-Infelligencer, Friday, September 26, 1984  A11

P-| Reporter

A State Department expert nn
Latin American alfairs yesterday
criticized ‘“some elements of the

g | By Don Tewkesbury

ing fraudulent Cuban propaganda
reports about events in Central
America. :

*“Cuba Is behind a massive disin-
Jormation campaign almed at the
Western press — much of it floated
through Mexico City,” Otto J. Reich
sald at a meeting with members of
the Post-Intelligencer editorial
board. :
Cuba has had more success
influencing the American media than
] the State Department has because

. “‘many reporters seem more willing

to belleve those opposed to the U.S,
than those supporting the US."
Reich said. He is a State Department
special adviser for diplomacy in
Latin America and the Caribbean,

Reich sald he recently testified
before a congressional committee to
respond to a New York Times article
“that contained 22 (actual errors™
about the alle, faillure of land
reform in Ei Salvador.

, Lack resources

*“The El Salvador program is the

§ most radical land reform ever under-
“taken in the Western Hemisphere

and < despite serious obstacles

ROBERT DeGIILIO/P-1 PHOTO  working and it Is head.”
Otto J. Reich yesterday criticized the Weslern press for R o © ' Bin8 ahes
acoepting Cuban propaganda on events in Central America. He said the Sandinista Party,

American press” for najvely accept- -

- posed by its opponents — it has been -

Approved For Release 2008/12/05 : CIA-RDP86MO00886R001400130033-0

Diplomat says press is naive

which controls the government in
Nicaragun, is “establishing the hasis
for a totalitarian dictatorship. They
haven't done it yet, because they
Iack the resources,” he said. “Their
tactics are fascist whether they are
Mapxist-Leninist or whatever they

‘are talled.

“If nothing eise, Nicaragua Is
exporting violence in the region,
includin, providing arms to guerril-
las in El Salvador.™

Reich said Americans tradition-
ally “have been slow to recognize
aggression.” He said World War 11
atrocities occurred “because penple
here are. basically decent and didn’t
belleve such things could happen.
And we stiil don't want to belleve it.
We supported the revolution in Cuba
and we didn't belleve it could tum
sour so quickly.”

‘Regional negotiations’
However, Reich belleves United
States military intervention in Nica-
ragua is unnecessary.

He expressed hope that this
country will succeed In promoting
“regional, rather than bilateral, ne-

Iations” and that Congress will

get the funds necessary to pro-
mote United States interests in all
Central American countries.

He is not optimistic ahout the’
Nov. 4 Nicaraguan election. If it
operates “as it s set up now, it will
be no different than an election held
in East Germany or Cuba,” Reich
said :
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